
Congress authorizes Yorktown Combined 
USA/FRENCH Victory Monument, 1781 

 On This Day in History, October 29, 1781, the Continental 
Congress authorizes the Yorktown Victory Monument at York, 
Virginia, to remember the surrender of Lord Cornwallis and the 
British army, news of which had just reached the Congress in 
Philadelphia.  The monument was not even begun for 100 years 
and was started during the centennial celebration of the victory 
in 1881. 

  

 Congress' original resolution to erect the monument reads as 
follows: "That the United States in Congress assembled, will 
cause to be erected at York, in Virginia, a marble column, 
adorned with emblems of the alliance between the United 
States and his Most Christian Majesty; and inscribed with a 
succinct narrative of the surrender of earl Cornwallis to his 
excellency General Washington, Commander in Chief of the 
combined forces of America and France; to his excellency the 
Count de Rochambeau, commanding the auxiliary troops 
of his most Christian Majesty in America, and his 
excellency the Count de Grasse, commanding in chief the 
naval army of France in the Chesapeake." 

  

 Notice the emphasis on French involvement during the war.  
If it hadn't been for French cooperation, the war likely 
would have been lost, a fact not known by many 
Americans.  The Yorktown Victory Monument was finished in 
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1884.  The main pillar is 84 feet tall and the statue of the Lady 
Victory is 14 feet on top of that.  The statue was replaced in 1956 
after the original was damaged by lightning.  Today the 
monument can be found on the southeast end of Main Street in 
Yorktown, Virginia. 

 Each of the four sides of the base of the monument contain 
 an inscription: 

Side 1: 

At York on Oct 19 1781 after a siege of nineteen days by 5500 
American & 7000 French troops of the line 3500 Virginia 
Militia under command of Gen Thomas Nelson & 33 French 
ships of war Earl Cornwallis commander of the British forces at 
York & Gloucester surrendered his army 1751 officers and men 
840 seamen 244 cannon and 24 standards to His Excellency 
George Washington Commander in Chief of the combined 
forces of America and France to his Excellency the Comte 
de Rochambeau commanding the auxiliary troops of His 
Most Christian Majesty in America and to His Excellency 
The Comte de Grasse Commanding Chief The Naval Army 
of France in Chesapeake 

Side 2: 

The provisional Articles of Peace concluded Nov 30, 1782 & the 
definitive treaty of peace concluded Sept 3 1783 between the 
U.S.A. and George III King of Great Britain & Ireland declare His 
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Britannic Majesty acknowledges the said U.S. viz New 
Hampshire, Massachusetts Bay, Rhode Island and 
Providence Plantations, Connecticut, New York, New 
Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, 
North Carolina, South Carolina and Georgia to be free 
sovereign and independent states. 
Side 3: 

The treaty concluded Feb 6 1778 between the U.S.A. and 
Louis XVI King of France declares the essential & direct 
end of the present defensive alliance is to maintain 
effectually the liberty & sovereignty & independence 
absolute & unlimited of the said U.S. as well in matters of 
government as of commerce. 

Side 4: 

Erected in pursuance of a resolution of Congress adopted Oct 29 
1781 & an act of congress approved June 7 1880 to commemorate 
the victory by which the independence of the U.S.A. was 
achieved 

  

 


