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An article written by a black newspaper writer in Charleston, SC in the 
 1970s  regarding the Confederate Flag.   Here’s a man who “got it”. 

By W. Earl Douglas 

Alas, it has also brought heartburn to this black writer, who 
cannot buy the socialist philosophy of the Garrisons and Sumners of 
yesterday or today, and would rather wave a Confederate battle flag as 
a symbol of striving for independence than a food stamp or welfare 
check, which symbolize the hell of defeat more pronounced than that 
received in any war.  

I cannot be convinced that Southern independence meant only the 
perpetuation of slavery, because history of the truthful kind tells me 
otherwise.  The Constitution of the Provisional Government of the 
Confederacy forbade the importation of slaves.  How then was slavery 
the motivating force behind the thrust for Southern independence?  
How did black and white slave owners exist side by side in this region, 
which was painted by abolitionists as one of black and white hostility? 
Why were there always more free Negroes in the slave South than in 
the so-called free North of the abolitionists?  Such questions remain 
unanswered . . . Whites and blacks were partners in the destiny of the 
South and not (as the Uncle Tom’s Cabin mentality of the 
abolitionists would have had us believe) only as master and slave.  

Today over a century since that much heralded emancipation, it is 
here in the land of the unfurled Confederate battle flag where Negro 
progress stands above that achieved in any other region of the country. 
For it is here, in the heartland of the old Confederacy, where over 70 
percent of all black-owned housing is to be found and where this 
nation’s only viable black economic middle class exists—the 
Southern black farmer.  

. . . The real tragedy of the Confederate battle flag is that 
Southerners, white and black, have permitted it to be driven between 
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them like a wedge, separating them from a common goal.  The racism 
so evident in this controversy is not the flying of the flag but that we’ve 
permitted it to be designated as pro-white and anti-black.  I am 
reminded that it was my grandfather and grandmother who kept the 
home fires burning while the Confederacy waged its war.  Which is 
why I cannot view loyalty to the South or the desire for independence 
as being monopolized by either race.  

. . . If hate had been the prevailing emotion between the races, then 
it is a safe bet that the Confederacy never would have been born. 
Fortunately, there was love, understanding and compassion.  And the 
two greatest lies ever perpetrated by history [are] that the South 
instigated the war and that it was fought by the North for the purpose 
of freeing slaves.   The Negro was merely used as the excuse for that 
war, while the real reason for it is reflected in every area of our lives, 
where the tentacles of government form the bars of a new slavery.  

No!  Don’t furl that Confederate battle flag.  Let it wave all across 
the South to remind Americans that there exists here a yearning for 
liberty, freedom and independence that will not be denied.  Let it fly as 
a testimonial to real men and real women who would rather work 
and fight than shed tears and beg for government charity.  Finally, let 
it act as a cohesive force, drawing all Southerners together in the 
cause of freedom.” copied and Pasted from Major Frank Dietz 

 
 


